Oslo, Norway






                        3rd of August 2011

Joint ministerial statement 
between 
the Federal Ministry of Economics and Technology of the Federal Republic of Germany 
and
the Royal Ministry of Petroleum and Energy of the Kingdom of Norway
on
strengthened energy cooperation including the establishment of energy working groups
Emphasizing that securing a reliable, economically viable and environmentally sound energy supply is one of the great challenges of the 21st century;
Recognising the historical significance and important ongoing role of offshore North Sea oil and gas in our bilateral trade relationship with respect to security of energy supply;

Acknowledging that grid infrastructure and electricity storage technologies play a key role in the constant optimisation of the interaction of renewables with conventional energies and with a view to long-term energy supply cooperation with European partners;
Recognising the particular long-term interest in exploring the option of carbon capture and storage (CCS) for energy-intensive industrial sectors where processes result in high CO2 emissions (e.g. steel, lime, cement, chemicals and refineries) and for fossil fuel power plants (lignite and hard coal);
Underlining the important role played by government, industry and research entities in both countries in the area of energy technology development, and the benefits expected from their potential collaboration, in pursuit of enhancing cooperation between Germany and Norway in the development of energy technologies; and
Desiring to strengthen the energy dialogue at the ministerial and senior official level on the basis of equality, reciprocity and mutual benefit, the Norwegian Minister for Petroleum and Energy and the German Federal Minister of Economics and Technology agree on the following priorities for cooperation between Norway and Germany:

1. Establishment of two German/Norwegian energy working groups: 


1.1. The German/Norwegian energy working group on trading balancing capacity – with the intention to bilaterally assess possibilities for trading balancing capacity in the electricity market between Germany and Norway. Specific areas of cooperation to be included in this work may include amongst others:

· Energy infrastructure in Germany and Norway with relevance for cross-border trade of electricity, including new interconnectors;

· Expected demand and supply for balancing services;

· Relevant regulatory issues; and

· Public perception and communication issues.


1.2. The German/Norwegian energy working group on CO2 storage – with the intention to bilaterally share knowledge and address issues relating to CO2 storage as a means to overcome challenges relating to future storage of CO2. Specific areas of cooperation to be included in this work may include amongst others:

· Long-term secure storage and corresponding technology development: experience and lessons learnt from 14 years of successful underground storage in Norway , including issues such as technical and administrative requirements and procedures prior to storage and during storage;

· Regulatory issues relating to storage, German and Norwegian approaches and experiences; and

· Public perception and communication issues.


1.3. These energy working groups are to facilitate:

· Exchange of publicly available scientific and technical information;

· Organisation of meetings/activities on agreed topics;

· Exchange of scientists, engineers and other specialists, including those from industry and other non-government sectors;

· Visits by a participant's specialist teams or experts to facilities in Germany and Norway, and field visits to research labs, energy installations and industrial sites for technical exchanges and experience sharing; 

1.4. These energy working groups will be composed of representatives from the Federal Ministry of Economics and Technology of the Federal Republic of Germany and the Ministry of Petroleum and Energy of Norway. Ministries may also nominate members from other concerned ministries, agencies and other stakeholders in their respective countries to participate in the working groups. Each side is responsible for the costs of its participation in all cooperative activities unless otherwise determined. 


2. Natural Gas
Germany is an important market for Norwegian natural gas, and Norway is a major supplier to the German natural gas market. Nearly half of Norway’s total pipeline deliveries go to Germany, and Norway’s share of the German gas market amounts to over 30%. Both countries should therefore strive to maintain and further develop a good and continuous dialogue on issues of common interest related to gas.

Norwegian gas has for many years been important in Germany’s energy mix and with regard to security of supply. As a reliable, flexible, acceptable and efficient energy source, it will continue to be so in the future. 

Gas sales and marketing are commercial matters that are left up to the involved companies, and Norwegian and German companies have developed close ties. National authorities can contribute to optimal gas relations by ensuring a coherent and predictable regulatory framework.
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