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"s believe that many tasks that aim at the
continved building out of our small countries and which
are difficult to solve for each couniry alone, can he

solved if we tackle them together.

Simple logic can 2lso tell us that a common narket
of 14 to 15 miilion peorle in itseif gives betier
possibilities of e rational and sound production and
business than each of the pationsl mrkets separctely.
But, while recognizing this evident truth, it is fair
say that none of us were blind to the difficulties %n
have to be overcome in creating such a common market,
By commor consent we decided to proceed very carefully .
step bv ster. 4nd the final decisions rest, of course,

the three Parliaments.

But there is one aspec’ of the problem which neec=
to be stressed. Scendinavie can, economically speaking,
never ve a selfcontained unit. Taken separately and as =
whole our economies are, so to speak, fecing outward,
towrards the rest of the world. . 7o = very 1arg

degree,- depend on interrational trade.

Qur merchant fleets roam the seven seas =nd the
whole world is our market. Therefore, we are vitallr

interested in the free flow of goods and capital T-f

all countries. With Norway's large natural resourcrs
waterpower, minerals, fish e%c., as yet only par

exvloited, there is room for a great expansico,
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and stable wolitical conditions, irncludine st
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T presume that vou imericens will say that there
is little diffemnce between the three Scandinavian countr
In menv rvespects that is correct. But the differences ar
there 2t the same time. They soring from differences
in natwral eaviromnment, history, tradition and strates:
situafion. snd it reflects itself in their national
character, in their outlcok towards the world emd woxld

problems and, consequently, in their foreign policy.

- Norway is, 1ike Denmark, a member cf the Atlentic
/’ua.o‘; Oig s ilin’s
iwhereas Sweden has retained her old pollCV of
neutrality -.out of considerations, I should lilke to sa,
which we in Noxway fully understand and respect, even 1

e do not chare them.

Norway's place in the world orchestra, is - of cour
a humaLe one end we are fully aware what terrible
consecuenses & new world wer would have for a small
country like ours. Worwav lies in an exposed and dange
position on the crosslines betwsen Fast and West.
don't believe that small covntries can escave if a new
world war should break out. The desire for freedon and

independence is deeply rooted in the people of Norway.
TM; l«u

Je have therefore chesen to join the ptlantic
which the democratic countries stand %together in soll
in defence of the est. The 4Atlantic Wis o defersive
pact which threatenyno one vho deces not threaten us.

a member of the Atlantic Pact we ore glad to be oble
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generous and intelligent help which we, as so many othex
countries, have receivea from the United States, first
under the ifershall Plen and, aow, under the Hutual
Defence Assistance Progiram, we shovld never have siood
here we stand to-day. Te live in a dangerous world.

The forces of aggression are still active. Only if the
free peoples, in ail parts of the world, stand together,
shall we survive. If we fall apars, we shall perish.

our alliiance the mighty porer of the United States iz
indispensable. The greatest disester which could hefell

Europe, would be if your country, and the people of

your coun%ry,‘ceased to take an interest in and concern
jtself with the fate of The 0léd World. We kmow that the
great responsibilities with regard to werld affairs,
vhick, for natural reasons, have fallen to the United
States, will be handled with wisdom and moderation. And
ve see in oﬁr comron alliance, in the Atlantic‘zawdz far
more than an organisation for military security. .is a

regionzl pact, established in conformity with the Tnitsd

Wations Charter, we see in it an association of Likeminded

peoples for closer cocperation also in the economic,
social and cultural field, what is sometimes celled "the
Atlantic Comnunity®. And we hope that this conmunity,
as vell as the Scandinavian comuunity ard other regiona’

essociations elsewhere in the world, may one day, in

the lighbt of history, be deemed to have been stepping-sio

towards thet all-inclusive, universal compunity which

is the underlying idea of the United Nztions. Tt is @
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long way towards that goal. But we shall reach it
sooner if we wallk the way together. Yes, we Worwegians
believe that it is the only way which can lead mankind

forward and safeguvard neace and freedom for the peoples!

Thank you.




