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Dear a l l ,  

With t h i s  l e t t e r  Wylde Swan Exped i t i ons ,  t h e  operator  of SV N o o r d e r l i c h t  // 
Reade Swan expresses her concerns about t h e  many new r e g u l a t i o n s  t ha t  a r e  
proposed f o r  o p e r a t i n g  in Sva lbard  f o r  us as not Norwegian company. 

Th i s  is a response to t h e  f o l l o w i n g  r e g u l a t o r y  proposa ls :  

1. Proposal f o r  amendment of Sva lbard  Environmental P r o t e c t i o n  Act – and 
r e g u l a t i o n s / o r d e r s  g i ven  w i t h  a u t h o r i t y  in t h i s  Act f r o m  t h e  Norwegian 
Environmental Agency, w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  2021/9496; and t h e  

2. Proposal f o r  s u b s t i t u t i o n  of “Regu la t i ons  r e l a t e d  to tou r i sm”  w i t h  
“Regu la t i ons  r e l a t e d  to f i e l d  s a f e t y ”  and t h e  proposal to app l y  t h e  Package 
t r a v e l  Act in Svalbard,  f r o m  t h e  Norwegian M i n i s t r y  of J u s t i c e  and t h e  
M i n i s t r y  of t r a d e  and i n d u s t r y ,  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  21/4952 – MAKO 

Swan Exped i t i ons  w i t h  SV N o o r d e r l i c h t  // Reade Swan is a p ro fess iona l  
company t ha t  is operated by pass iona te  s a i l o r s  and guides. We have been 
o p e r a t i n g  in Sva lbard  s i n c e  1994, almost 30 years. We a r e  ve ry  smal l .  We 
have o n l y  20 guests,  2 gu ides and 5 crewmembers. 

The m iss ion  of Swan Exped i t i ons  is to o f f e r  a meaningfu l ,  l i f e - c h a n g i n g  
e x p e d i t i o n s  to our guests.  Note t ha t  t h e  m iss ion  is not to make p r o f i t .  The 
o n l y  a i m  is to o f f e r  our guests  an exper ience and, in t h e  meanwhile , keep 
our c r e w  and vessel in good shape. Sva lbard  is our f a v o r i t e  d e s t i n a t i o n  f o r  
t h i s .  

The o n l y  way to make su re  t h i s  m iss ion  can be f u l f i l l e d ,  is to r u n  a s a f e  
o p e r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  environment,  t h e  guests,  c r e w  and s a i l i n g  vesse l .  The new 
r u l e s  t ha t  a r e  proposed do not seem to a i m  f o r  a s a f e  o p e r a t i o n  and 
t h e r e f o r e  a r e  a concern to us. 

For example, some of our ve ry  exper ienced gu ides maybe have to be rep laced  
by l e s s  exper ienced guides. The reason f o r  t ha t  l i e s  in t h e  new i deas  f o r  
weapon c e r t i f i c a t e s .  It h u r t s  us t ha t  r e g u l a t i o n s  can have a n e g a t i v e  
e f f e c t  of general s a f e t y .  

The proposed t a x r u l e s  a r e  ve ry  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  us: We a r e  a ve ry  small 
company w i t h  l i m i t e d  resources.  The new t a x  r e g u l a t i o n s  f o r c e s  us to spend 
our money on taxes  in Sva lbard  i n s t e a d  of i n v e s t i n g  in s a f e t y .  With o n l y  20 
guests  t ha t  must p r o v i d e  t h e  resources  to r e a l i z e  a w e l l - t r a i n e d  c r e w  + a 
good main ta ined  s a i l i n g  vesse l ,  t h e r e  is no room f o r  many percentages of 
taxes  to withdraw. 

Our c r e w  cons i s t  of p r o f e s s i o n a l s ,  but a l s o  t h e i r  m iss ion  is to p r o v i d e  our 
guests  w i t h  t h e  best exper ience in Svalbard.  It is not t h e i r  m iss ion  to 
make a f u l l  l i v i n g  out of t h e i r  work on board. Many a r e  even on 
p ro fess iona l  but v o l u n t a r y  bas is .  It would not be good t h e  l e t  these  peop le  
pay taxes  in Svalbard,  or to execute crewchanges every  30 minus 1 day to 
a v o i d  taxes.  That w i l l  reduce a s a f e  ope ra t i on .  

mailto:info@swanexpeditions.com


Swan Exped i t i ons  B. V. Address: Pean 1, 8494 NB Nes – Akkrum The Nether lands CoC 
n r .  : 73554456 Telephone: + 31 515 231712 I n t e r n e t :  www. swanexpedi t ions.  com Emai l :  

info@swanexpedit ions. com Vat n r .  : NL 859574647 B01 IBAN: NL78 RABO 0336 6935 

I hope t ha t  these  proposed new r e g u l a t i o n s  w i l l  we d iscussed and t ha t  other  
ways to r e g u l a t e  Sva lbard  Tour i sm can be found. A company l i k e  ours  w i t h  1 
s a i l i n g s h i p  w i t h  o n l y  20 guests  in Sva lbard  a r e  not t h e  r i g h t  t a r g e t  f o r  
t h i s  aim. 

Swan Exped i t i ons  B. V. 
Chr i s tophe  Me i je r  
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