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The Global Voice of Pilots
If Lhrqd

Recommended actions in the event of laser illumination

1") jr  Look away from the laser beam and shield your eyes if possible.

ths, Determine if other crew members are also exposed. If not, consider handing over the control of the aircrafl to the non-
exposed crewmember.

$4• Engage the autopilot.

*.4.Turn up the cockpit lights to minimize any further illumination effects.

$.44r Inform ATC.

$44.. Avoid rubbing of eyes (risk of inducing a corneal abrasion).

in an Air Safety Report (ASR).

*4•If any visual symptoms persist after landing, get an ophthalmologic examination.

Conclusions
Most of the lasers used in illumination seem to have been ordinary handheld laser Pointers. Because it is very hard for the perpe-
trator to acquire and maintain steady illumination of a moving target. In the cockpit the illumination will appear as a series of
flashes. During these illumination incidents, fortunately, the risk of permanent damage to the eye is very small, however when
the event occurs at low altitude it can be extremely dangerous because of the glare, flash blindness and afterimages. Crews
should therefore be aware of the threat and consider how they will react in the event that they are targeted.
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IFALPA provides this data for information only, ln all cases pilots should follow their
company's guidance and procedures.

In the interests of flight safety, reproduction of this bulletin in whole or in part is encouraged. It may not be offered for sale or used
commercially. All reprints must  credit IFALPA.


