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AROUND 88 MILLION TONNES OF FOOD 
ARE WASTED ANNUALLY IN THE EU

THE VALUE OF THE WASTED FOOD IS 
ESTIMATED AT 143 BILLION EUR

FUSIONS, 2015



• SDG 12.3: By 2030, halve per capita global 
food waste at the retail and consumer levels 
and reduce food losses along production and 
supply chains, including post-harvest losses.





Fighting food losses and waste at
each stage of the food value chain



Food waste prevention: integral part of  
Circular Economy Package (2015)



Ref:  UNEP/Think-Eat-Save, FAO, WRAP, 2014

Food and drink material hierarchy



EU co-operation in  fighting food waste

Key challenges for Commission are to ensure that:

• all actors are involved, from farm to fork

• EU action complements/adds value to Member State initiatives

• learning and best practice are shared effectively, including international 
experience

 Precondition:  ensure food and feed safety

prevention of food waste cannot jeopardise human or animal health



Fight Food Waste:
no impact on safety of the food and feed chain 

• Measure and monitor food waste

• EU Platform on food waste prevention

• EU guidelines to facilitate food
donation

• Optimise safe use of food in feed

• Promote better understanding
and use of date marking

• Raise awareness and engagement
http://ec.europa.eu/stop food waste

http://ec.europa.eu/food/food/sustainability/index_en.htm


Waste legislation proposal: reinforces food waste
prevention in EU waste policy

• Proposal to revise Waste Framework Directive (COM(2015)595 
final) reflects commitment to SDG 12.3 and requires MS to:

• reduce food waste generation at each stage in the food 
supply chain (primary production, processing/manufacturing, 
retail/other food distribution, restaurants and food services, 
households)

• Monitor food waste levels, based on common EU 
methodology,  and report (on a biennial basis).

• Monitoring obligations will support assessment of progress
towards SDG 12.3 and exchange of best practice informed by 
an evidence base.



Waste legislation proposal: reinforces food waste
prevention in EU waste policy

• Gives Commission delegation to develop common EU 
methodology to measure food waste

• will draw on tools developed in EU and worldwide (eg FUSIONS, 
Global Food Loss & Waste Protocol)

• Waste legislation proposal excludes feed materials from its 
scope to facilitate use of former foodstuffs and other by-products in 
production of feed. 

• EU guidelines to clarify the legal status of former foodstuffs
intended for feed are also under development



Launch of EU Platform dedicated to 
food waste prevention



EU Platform on Food Losses
and Food Waste

Aims to support all actors in:  

• monitoring progress towards SDG 12.3

• defining measures needed to prevent food waste

• fostering inter-sectorial cooperation and

• sharing best practice. 

Members:  Member States/EFTA countries, EU bodies and 
international organisations and actors in the food value chain. 
(37 private sector organisations selected following public call 
for applications)

First meeting: 29 November 2016



Facilitate food donation



Date marking:  promote better 
understanding and use



Correct answers to ‘best before’ vary 
from 68% in Sweden to 16% in Romania

Base: all respondents (N=26,601)



New study on date marking practices

Aim: investigate how food business operators and national competent

authorities understand and utilise date marking and possible impact of 
practices on food waste.

Main phases:
1) Desk research to identify (if/where possible) main foods contributing to 

food waste in the EU MS and possible link with date marking

2) Market research to map date marking practices in selected food
categories

3) Qualitative research (in-depth interviews) with MS and food business 
operators

Timing:  2016 – 2017 



Commission Food Waste website:
sharing good practices

Keep us informed! 



Commitment and co-ordinated action is required

Tackling food waste in the EU




