
Priests  (Ordination of Women )  Measure 1993  (No.  2) (utdrag)
A Measure passed by the General Synod of the Church of England to make provision for the

ordination of women as priests, and for connected purposes.
Part I Power to Legislate by Canon
1 Provision for ordination of women as priests
(1) It shall be lawful for the General Synod to make provision by Canon for enabling a woman to be
ordained to the office of priest if she otherwise satisfies the requirements of Canon Law as to the
persons who may be ordained as priests.
(2) Nothing in this Measure shall make it lawful for a woman to be consecrated to the office of
bishop.

Part II Discharge of Functions
2 Bishops
(1) A bishop of a diocese in office at the relevant date may make any one or more of the following
declarations-
(a) that a woman is not to be ordained within the diocese to the office of priest; or
(b) that a woman is not to be instituted or licensed to the office of incumbent or priest-in-charge of a
benefice, or of team vicar for a benefice, within the diocese; or
(c) that a woman is not to be given a licence or permission to officiate as a priest within the diocese.

3 Parishes
(1) Subject to the following provisions of this section the parochial church council of a parish may
pass either or both of the resolutions set out as Resolution A and Resolution B in Schedule 1 to this
Measure.

5 Ecclesiastical offences
It shall be an offence against the laws ecclesiastical, for which proceedings may be taken under the
[1963 No.1.] Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction Measure 1963-
(a) for any bishop to act in contravention of a declaration under section 2(1) above; or
(b) for any bishop, priest or deacon to act in contravention of a resolution under section 3(1) above
or to permit any act in contravention of such a resolution to be committed in any church or any
building licensed for public worship according to the rites and ceremonies of the Church of
England; or
(c) for any bishop, priest or deacon to act in contravention of a resolution under section 4(1) above
or to permit any act in contravention of such a resolution to be committed in any cathedral church.

6 Discriminatory discharge of certain functions
Without prejudice to section 19 of the [1975 c. 65.] Sex Discrimination Act 1975, nothing in Part II
of that Act shall render unlawful sex discrimination against a woman in respect of-
(a) her ordination to the office of priest in the Church of England;
(b) the giving to her of a licence or permission to serve or officiate as such a priest;
(c) her appointment as dean, incumbent, priest-in-charge or team vicar or, in the case of a woman
ordained to the office of priest, as assistant curate.

SCHEDULE  1 Forms of Parish Resolution
Resolution A
That this parochial church council would not accept a woman as the minister who presides at or
celebrates the Holy Communion or pronounces the Absolution in the parish.
Resolution B
That this parochial church council would not accept a woman as the incumbent or priest-in-charge
of the benefice or as a team vicar for the benefice.
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House of Bishops issues pastoral statement  on Civil  Partnership  25 July 2005
(Utdrag)

19. The House of Bishops does not regard entering into a civil partnership as intrinsically incompatible with
holy orders, provided the person concerned is willing to give assurances to his or her bishop that the
relationship is consistent with the standards for the clergy set out in  Issues in Human Sexuality.  The wording
of the Act means that civil partnerships will be likely to include some whose relationships are faithful to the
declared position of the Church on sexual relationships (see paragraphs 2-7).

20.The Church  should not collude with the present assumptions of society that all close relationships
necessarily include sexual activity .  The House of Bishops considers it would be a matter of social injustice to
exclude from ministry those who are faithful to the teaching of the Church,  and who decide to register a civil
partnership. There can be no grounds for terminating the ministry of those who are loyal to the discipline of
the Church.

21.Nevertheless, it would be inconsistent with the teaching of the Church for the public character of the
commitment expressed in a civil partnership to be regarded as of no consequence in relation to someone in-
or seeking to enter- the ordained ministry. Partnerships will be widely seen as being predominantly between
gay and lesbian people in sexually active relationships. Members of the clergy and candidates for ordination
who decide to enter into partnerships must therefore expect to be asked for assurances that their relationship
will be consistent with the teaching set out in  Issues in Human Sexuality.

22. While clergy are fully entitled to argue, in the continuing debate, for a change in that teaching, they are
not entitled to claim the liberty to set it aside, simply because of the passage of the Civil Partnerships Act.
Because of the ambiguities surrounding the character and public nature of civil partnerships, the House of
Bishops would advise clergy to weigh carefully the perceptions and assumptions which would inevitably
accompany a decision to register such a relationship.
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