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Introduction

1. There are over one billion people with disabilities in the world today and the prevalence of disability is on the rise.
 More than 80% of persons with disabilities live in developing countries and evidence shows that persons with disabilities experience higher rates of poverty than people without disabilities
. In spite of this, disability perspectives and persons with disabilities have been largely invisible in major internationally agreed development processes and frameworks. 

2. The international community has increasingly recognized that, to achieve international development goals such as the MDGs, development policies and programmes must be disability-inclusive. This was underscored by the General Assembly in the Outcome Document of the High Level Meeting on the Millennium Development Goals during the 65th session, which explicitly mentioned the need to include persons with disabilities in development policies and actions. Similarly, the 2008 Accra Agenda for Action highlighted the need to ensure that development policies and programs are consistent with agreed international commitments on disability.
 ECOSOC and the Human Rights Council have also underscored the necessity of ensuring that poverty reduction and internationally agreed upon development goals are accessible for and inclusive of persons with disabilities. 

3. In spite of such recognition, persons with disabilities continue to experience adverse social and economic outcomes and remain disproportionately represented among the world’s poor.
 International cooperation offers a means to mobilize and strengthen coordination of multilateral responses required to translate the commitments to promote disability-inclusive development into actions at all levels of development.

Promoting Disability-inclusive International Cooperation

4. The United Nations defines international cooperation as a means for promoting economic and social advancement. Article 2 (1) of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights requires each State party to take steps, not just individually but also through international cooperation and assistance, towards the progressive achievement of economic, social and cultural rights. The Declaration on the Right to Development recognizes a collective international obligation to promote development. 

5. The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities further recognizes the important role of international cooperation and calls upon States Parties to undertake appropriate and effective measures together with other States, and/or with relevant international and regional organizations and civil society in particular organizations of persons with disabilities in realizing the objectives and purposes of the CRPD.  
6. The CRPD is the only human rights treaty to include a specific article on international cooperation.  Article 32 of the CRPD provides examples of specific measures that States can take within the framework of international cooperation. These include support for: (1) capacity building, including through the exchange and sharing of information, experiences, training programs and best-practices; (2) research programs and the facilitation of access to scientific knowledge; and (3) technical and economic assistance, including the facilitation of access to accessible and assistive technologies.  These provisions could provide important guidance not only for State Parties, but also for bilateral and multilateral development partners.
7. The report of the Secretary-General to the Commission for Social Development at its 48th session, “Mainstreaming Disability in the Development Agenda” reviewed different forms and levels of mainstreaming disability in development cooperation, evaluating the status of disability inclusion in international cooperation at global, regional, and sub-regional levels.
 The report concluded that although disability-specific development cooperation has been in established for several decades, disability mainstreaming in overall development cooperation remains a relatively new area and there is limited information available on experience of its implementation in practice.

8. Within the United Nations system, there are a number of entry points for promoting inclusion of disability in international cooperation at both policy and operation levels. These include the two principal functions mandated in 2005 to contribute to the work of the Economic and Social Council: the Biennial Development Cooperation Forum and the Annual Ministerial Review (AMR).  

9. Additionally, United Nations Development Assistance Frameworks (UNDAF), the common strategic framework for the operational activities of the UN system at the country level, can provide a means by which to mainstream disability in UN country level development assistance. 

10. The Quadrennial Comprehensive Policy Review (QCPR) which focuses on UN operational activities, highlighting both thematic and emerging issues at the request of the Economic and Social Council, also provides a significant opportunity to promote mainstreaming.  The inclusion of disability in the QCPR will ensure mainstreaming disability is a well understood concept and it is given priority within the United Nations system operational framework for development. 

11. Beyond the United Nations system, existing frameworks at the multilateral, regional and bilateral levels should be fully utilised for including and mainstreaming disability in development cooperation. At the multilateral level, the World Bank, the Inter-American Development Bank and the Asian Development Bank have made notable contributions in terms of raising awareness, building capacity and issuing policy guidelines for addressing disability issues effectively at the national, regional and sub-regional levels.  

12. Regional decades focused on disability and their corresponding frameworks have also addressed the issue of mainstreaming disability in development.  As most of these initiatives are ongoing, it is too early to evaluate their results. 

13. The framework for mainstreaming disability in development cooperation has expanded to include South-South and interregional initiatives, such as cooperation on disability statistics among MERCOSUR countries and the Japan-Thailand-Asia Pacific Centre on Disability project.  

14. There exist a growing number of good practices and examples of mainstreaming disability in development cooperation and of disability- inclusive policies, strategies and programs. 
 Political will, knowledge and capacity are required to translate commitments into practice to promote disability-inclusive development through international cooperation. This, in turn, will ensure the inclusion of a disability perspective in the design, implementation and evaluation of development projects and activities. 

Questions for consideration
1. What is the relationship between donor and beneficiary countries in implementing projects, programs and policies? How can they shoulder their respective responsibilities to make international cooperation inclusive? 

2. Can you provide examples of disability-inclusive policies relating to development cooperation projects, programs and policies? To what extent are these policies implemented? Are donors actively using these policies and monitoring their implementation? 

3. What are the experiences of DPOs in terms of participation in all stages of policy, program and project development?  How do national and international development agencies consult with and ensure the participation of local organizations of persons with disabilities? 

4. How do/may/can data disaggregated by disability inform the priorities of funding mechanisms? What steps can be taken to increase requirements within international cooperation to gather disaggregated data by disability? How can disability markers be used in the monitoring and evaluation of projects to assess the impact of activities on persons with disabilities? Are there good examples? 

5. What can national, regional and international development agencies, including UN agencies, do to ensure disability inclusive international cooperation? What can these agencies do next to accelerate progress towards development cooperation that is accessible for and inclusive of persons with disabilities?

6. What are the main development challenges from a perspective of disability? What should be the main areas of focus for the High Level Meeting on Disability and Development in 2012? 
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