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I underatand that. followlnQthe European UnionDetenceMlnlsteralmeetlng In

NoordwIJk, you have spaken in public abOUtyour desire to 888 a Norwegian

oontribution to a Horde 8at11egroup 8$ part of ~ European Unlon'g

BatttegroupInttlallve.l would very muchwalcomeauch a contributton.

The Batltegroup projed Is of vttallmportance Intaklngforward the deYetoprnent

and tranøfOrmationof European mllltary~iIitia. SUCC8esful

ImplementationwlUsignfficanttyImprovethe lanGe of hlQhreadlness fOfO8S

across Europ&avaitablefor Ule by bDth1heEuropean Unionand the NATO
AlIJance. It wlUhave conaiderab1e transformationand intøroperabilitybenefitS

and, in thll conta)Cthasbeenacknowledgeby NATO AllIes ta bestrongly

mutuatJyrelnforcingwfththe NATO ResponeeForce.

WhØI the eu has not Yetd8cidØd 1ftdetaD how to seid the qU88tion of

partlcipation by (lon-EU countrits 'n battlegfCU.IPS.the United Kingdom Itrongly

5Uppor&ean inclueivø approach and wouId very muoh hope that Norway would

take part. Norwayssuøportand partlclpationwouldsend a veryclearme.age
to all Member Statø8 and NATO AIII8Sabout the importanee of 11118ccncept. In

addilion to developing a way for Norway to participateactfvetyin future eu
oøerattons.ItwoutdaIsobaa tangJb.exampleof howNATOandthe
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eur~ unioncanwork together In a veryconcr.. fashJ~nto in'Iproveaur
coIl8ctive cepaclty 10reapond to crisø.

The United Kingdomweleomes Usstreng'biJatIraIrelationshlp with Norwayon

det.noe and as S\IChis wlllingto offer the United Kingdom's Permanent Joint

Headquartere as a fullynatiOnaJlsedOperational Ha. prtMdln; Parent Ha

support for a NoråICEU Battiegrøup operatIon. I hope that you flnd thtt offer

he~t as youlookto devetopa Nordic Sattfegroupcommitment.
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