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DRAFT 16 March

LOCAL AND REGIONAL CO-OPERATION LATVIA - NORWAY:

EXPLORING NEW OPPORTUNITIES

6 April 2006, Maritim Park Hotel Riga

Languages: Latvian/English

09:30
Registration, coffee

10:00
Welcome
- H.E. Nils Olav Stava, Ambassador of Norway (moderator)
- Mr Andris Jaunsleinis, Chairman, Latvian Association of Local and Regional Governments 


10:15
Opening statement
Ms Ilze Kukute, State Secretary, Ministry of Regional Development and Local Government

10:30
Local/regional development: The role of municipality-level co-operation
Mr Arve C. Skjerpen, Senior Adviser, Ministry of Local Government and Regional Development


10:40
10+ years of municipality co-operation Latvia - Norway: 
Experiences gained, lessons for the future
- Ms Rita Merca, Asst. Executive Director, Cesis District Council
- Mr Sverre Fosse, Senior Adviser, Aust-Agder County Executive Office


11:10
Coffee break


11:40
EEA Grants implementation update
- Mr Ronalds Fišers, Director, Financial Instruments Coordination Department, Ministry of Finance
- Ms Arina Andreičika, Director, Programme Department, Ministry of Regional Development and Local Government
Questions and answers


12:30
EEA projects and Norwegian municipalities: What can we offer?
Mr Knut Hjorth-Johansen, Senior Adviser, Norwegian Association of Local and Regional Authorities

13:00
Lunch
14:00
Workshops


Workshop A: LOCAL/REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT PROMOTION  (room Berlin)
(How can municipalities stimulate local/regional development, create a basis for sustainable economic development?  How promote entrepreneurship among young people and adults?  What is the potential of Public-Private Partnership at the local/regional level?  How can it be used, what are the experiences?)

Moderator: Ms Arina Andreičika, Director, Programme Department, Ministry of Regional Development and Local Government
Presentations:

- PIPE experiences: lessons learned: 
  Ms Rita Merca, Asst. Executive Director, Cesis District Council 
  Mr Sølve Bjørkevoll, Special Adviser, Askim municipality
- Public-Private Partnership: Norwegian representative


Workshop B: CULTURAL HERITAGE (room Frankfurt)


(What are the needs in Latvian municipalities for restoration of wooden architecture, restoration of historical centres of Latvian towns, craftsmen's training?  What experience and competence can Norwegian municipalities offer?)

Moderator: Mr Janis Asaris, Deputy Head of State Inspection for Heritage Protection
Presentations:

- Riga's wooden architecture; role of municipalities in preservation of wooden buildings: Mr Janis Lejnieks, Director, Museum of Architecture
- Restoration of wooden buildings in Murnieku street: An example of sucessful co-operation between municipality, houseowners and inhabitants: Mr Dmitrijs Pavlovs, Executive Director, Latgale Suburb of Riga
- Mr Alastair Brown, Curator, Randsfjordsmuseene



Workshop C: LIFESTYLE-RELATED DISEASES (room Tallinn)

(What can be done at the local level to prevent/reduce alcohol problems and the use of drugs?  Do Norwegian municipalities have relevant experience to offer?)

Moderator: Ms Dace Ratniece, Deputy Director, Department of Budget and Finances, Ministry of Health
Presentations:

- Rezekne Hospital: Co-operation experiences from the Department of Addiction Treatment, Rezekne Hospital: Ms Jelena Stepule, legal officer
- Mr Arne T. Bie, Deputy Head of Department for Addiction Treatment, Sørlandet Hospital



15:45
Summing up, plenary
Closing
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