
Joint Statement  
on reducing emissions from deforestation in Colombia and Ecuador  

 
between 

 
The Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development of the 

Federal Republic of Germany 
 

and 
 

The Ministry of Climate and Environment of Norway 
 

and 
 

The Ministry of Environment and Sustainable Development of Colombia 
 

and 
 

The Ministry of Environment of Ecuador 
 

We declare our wish to further promote cooperation between us in reducing 
emissions from deforestation and protecting tropical forests advancing towards 
implementation of the UNFCCC Warsaw Framework for REDD+  
 
We acknowledge that climate change and emissions from continuous loss of 
rainforests are common concerns, which need to be addressed through international 
cooperation and in the context of the UNFCCC. The maintenance of the world’s 
tropical forests by the implementation of climate change mitigation approaches such 
as reducing emissions from deforestation and forest degradation in developing 
countries (REDD+) should be a key component of sustainable development and be 
supported by international cooperation.  
 
Ecuador and Colombia have made important advances in preparations for REDD+ 
and have started to generate results in terms of emissions reductions from reduced 
deforestation in each country. Ecuador has shown political will and efforts for 
reducing emissions from forests by the implementation of national policies, including 
the design of a national strategy for REDD+ and implementing the Socio Bosque 
Programme, as an incentive policy for forest conservation.  
 
The Colombian Government, under the leadership of the Ministry of the Environment 
and Sustainable Development, is also advancing in its national REDD+ Strategy, as 
well as in a forest monitoring system and the development of alternative productive 
systems in areas where forest are under pressure. In parallel, Colombia is shaping 
the Amazon Vision, an ambitious initiative to promote a low deforestation and low 
carbon development model for the Colombian Amazon in the context of an expected 
post-conflict scenario; with planned investments in forest governance, intersectoral 
agreements, sustainable productive activities, strengthening of indigenous 
communities and forest monitoring, among others. 
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Germany and Norway, as strategic partners, are willing to support and accompany 
countries in the implementation of REDD+ and to provide results-based finance for 
verified emissions reductions. At the Climate Summit in New York on the 23rd 
September 2014, Germany and Norway agreed, together with the United Kingdom, 
to enhance cooperation and fund new, large-scale REDD+ Emission Reduction 
programmes. Earlier, in December 2013, the UK, Germany, Norway and Colombia 
signed a joint statement where Germany and Norway confirmed their intent to 
provide support to Colombia through a results-based payment scheme for emission 
reductions resulting from reduced gross deforestation in the Amazon.  
 
In 2012, Germany signed the first agreement for results-based REDD+ finance in the 
REDD Early Movers Program with the Brazilian state of Acre. Today, we take 
concrete steps toward making new REDD Early Movers partnerships a reality. First, 
Germany and Norway are signing an agreement to provide Ecuador with up to 
approximately 63 million USD1 through the global REDD Early Movers program 
(REM). This is an important milestone, in that two main REDD+ donors join forces in 
the same bilateral programme for payments for emissions reductions. Our common 
endeavour is to show that reducing deforestation and conserving forests is part of 
sustainable development, and to demonstrate that predictable funding is available for 
pioneer REDD+ countries.  
 
Secondly, we announce that a similar agreement for a REM programme with 
Colombia in support of its Amazon Vision is on track for signature in March 2015. 
Funding would be used to further reduce deforestation, providing support to actions 
that also benefit local communities. 
 
The REDD Early Movers program (REM) provides REDD bridge finance relative to 
verified emissions reductions and hereby rewards pioneers of forest and climate 
protection, who are setting examples for others to follow. The REM programs would 
support the Governments of Ecuador and Colombia in their REDD+ implementation 
with results-based payments for verified emissions reductions resulting from reduced 
gross deforestation from historical levels. REM is pioneering results-based payment 
programmes to make REDD+ implementation a reality in the short term in Colombia 
and Ecuador while both countries are working to fulfil the requirements under the 
UNFCCC Warsaw REDD+ Framework. 
 
We reiterate our determination to foster progress in reducing deforestation and 
forest degradation through the implementation of their respective REM programs in 
alignment with their national REDD+ strategies in Ecuador and Colombia, while 
cooperating to exchange experiences and to guarantee a sound implementation of 
both programs, with robust MRV as well as addressing and respecting of safeguards. 
 
Ministers of the four countries have emphasized the need for strong national 
ownership of the REM programs for them to be successful and contribute to the 
conservation of forests and biodiversity in the following years, bringing value to 
Colombia, Ecuador, the entire Amazon and the wider world.  
 

                                                 
1
 Subject to exchange rates variation from NOK and EUR  
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Our countries will also continue to work energetically with all other countries towards 
an ambitious, global climate change agreement to be signed in Paris in December 
2015 under the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, with 
REDD+ as one of its key elements. 
 
 
 
 
Signed in Lima on December 8th, 2014, in four copies.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For the  
Federal Ministry for Economic 

Cooperation and Development of the 
Federal Republic of Germany 

For the 
Ministry of Environment and Sustainable 

Development of Colombia 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For the  
Ministry of Environment of Ecuador 

 
 

For the  
Ministry of Climate and Environment of 

Norway 
 

 
 


