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& and Gentlemen of the Press,

"~ Althouagh you have already heen waicomed_to this media
scasion, T would like nﬁ say, on behalf of tﬁe WOrld'
SommiAsion on Environment and Development, how happy

 wv are: 1o have this opportunity to meet so0 many distinguished
I members of the press and to provide some

;rfﬁrmatlon ahout the state of the work of the Commlsszcn
-‘”gnd:of some of the important 1ésues that we are dealing.
h@ﬁrh;“ Lasi_weék in llarare¥and here in Nairobi, we have
Fébtained‘ﬁﬁd will obtain at first hand, the insights and

advice of leading African institutions and individuals

ar. the issues that coneern us, to learn more about steps
that have already been Laken, and what measures they

bt are needed to put development on @ sound and sustainable

2. path,

Phe_first and most urgent task fac:nq the wor]d Lommun:ty

15, 10 manage tho risks which hredten pr ﬁurV1val and

: well-bclnq of Lhe human rommunﬂtv The threats of war and
ir@glonai Ponfllct are *he concern of us all, but alseo

crataeal life suppoert svatems are at stake,
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“.Coopefétion'for mitigating these problems is essential

.. for our own survival.

But énsuring survival is not enough.. The quality. of

life is as important., A most urgent task. 48 to accelerate
',thc process o% developmaqth;remové?Widﬁsﬁfﬁﬁﬁ‘ﬁﬁﬁéff?""' il

éhd raise living standards in the deﬁeloping countries.
._Phls will requxre a recovery from the economic staqnation J

l_Of recent years and a3 new aera of growth in the worlﬁ economy.

X
But it cannot be a repefition of the non- sustainable

'development,patternSOf the past several decades which

_ended up in the development crisis of the 80's.

What we have seen in recent years is not just a cyclical

fluctuation in the growth process. It is a deeper crisis

”“caused by a varlety of internal and external factors
3 b}

”T)'which have been operatlng for a lonq time:

First, Lhe processes of saVLngs and 1nvestment
) were 1nterrupted in most of the develoolng countrxes

;_and Jed toa recourse to unsustalnable levels of

foreign borrowing.

R
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on land and water

Tresources whsoh in Afrlca, resulted 1n a serlous

food emergency " 'r’;;' e fifﬂ

-mmfi' 7 Ui Third, these impacts have been aggravated by rising
interest rates, falling commodity prices and the

general decline in development co-operation.

Fburth, ﬁoét developing countries do not as yet
- have tﬁe economic, organizational and technical
fléxibility which ¢an make them less vulnerable
to crisis,
% .
FPifth, in many countries, social tensions have

increased because of the co-existence of poverty and

consumerism,

Finally the relative neglect of the social, cultural
dim6n51ons of develOpment has led to a waste of

human resources.,

" We do not discard the many positive aspects of development.

However, the roots of many
development failures lie in the neglect of environmental
factors in the design of projects, programmes, policies

and plans.
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‘but ;n more basic changes xn the orientation of all

ei‘economic policy Simzlarly, the long—term objectives of

economlo and soc1al development require the conservatlon

T !

and enhancement of the ecological base £or such development.

: Susfainable development requires that we manage this planet

. and ouz anes in a way which secures the basic needs and

(i 1
'a derent quality of life for present and future generations. = - |

S i Today,’we are consLantly overdrawing the account which

;f_nature has opened for us. To reverse unsustainable trends, ; e |
T x ‘ !
-J\ we must INTRODUCI:the concept of sustalnable development o

t all levels of decis;on-making.

The sztuatzon in Africa is both a major concern and a

‘fﬂ;_V serlous rem;nder that we have no time to lose. Until

 ‘very recentlv, conservation of the environment has been

pElCElVEd as somethng external to the development process.
_In fect Jullus Nyerere remlnded us in Harare that he
hlmself and other Afrlcan leaders, not so many years ago, .

Logdrded envlronmcntal concerne as 1deas 1mooSed from ohe-

'~ideab that would hamper development and slow 1t down,

A ]
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Now,Nyerere qave A dxrect appeal on behalf

could sutceed Lngﬁaczngthef:environment solidly on the'

'x

.—'_- ! .
o i o v

?agenda in Africa it ‘would in ‘fact have made a ma;or

achievement in fulfilllng itsmandate.k,s

i 4o

b

=

In the past few decades Wwe have seen the leaders and

the‘peoﬁle of newly independent natibné.of Africa set
.cut_with.hOpe to develop this continent. and we have
fogseen this deveiopment take root and begln to grow, only
to be choked by strangllng 1nLernational eccnomlc trends.
There are addea difficulties posed by the fast growth

"“if;h-~."-_ in populatlon and by the ‘demand £or more food and fuel.

f%_fff?f'i ' All this leads to mnsupportable xnroads on the environ-

""”_meﬁt, followed by a decline in production, ecological:

- . A

stress and the tragedy of catastrophic famine. To meet

-

these problems, short-term solutions have been forced

on governments against the long_term-inte:ests of the

'“ff"ﬁ- land and its capac1ty to provide for people. 1t is not just ~
: -

nt whlch is at rlsk : Soc131 development,

fkpolithal stabil1ty and even peace become threatened.

'-economlc developme

The Comm:seion knows LhaL there are many success stories

in Afrlca. There are countries where food production
has increased quite rapidly. There are also countries
where, despite very low incomes, major improvements in

nealth and education have been achieved. Yet, one can

.ol B
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;15;31:;f}3'2-“Th9 bAOIA§semb1y of Heads of State and Government, in
:%;TQ:T;_Lreviewing the continent's economic sxtuation. emphasized
7:—j_ the priority need to ensure survival of the many millions

of Africans who are victims of environmental, economic

'and political disésters. Their concern is the concern
Qf'us all. We must all understand the reasons for their

”ﬁiight'énd_formuiat&'innovative, concrete and realistic

' plans to ensurc'their future. And we must all work_

i hand in hand to see that‘those plans are carried out,

'-We are still discu591ng these 1ssues, but believe the

key lies with helping the rural sector to increase food
and energy oroduction without taking more out cof the
land than can be maintained for the use of generations to

come.
;'During our meetzng in Harare lt was strongly underlfhed
ﬂlthat the poortﬁfA rica do violence to their environment

"?because they have no alternative. Yet investment in

HTIand.managenent and services, provision of seeds, tools,f
fertilizers, irrigation and above all, reform of inequitable
land holding systems and pricing policies Zan provide those
slternatives. So can ercsion control and soil regeneration.
So can promotion of family planning and the education of

the rural population espegially women,

’-
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Lhe qualzty of life.JIRedarectlng financ;al reaources

to prOVlde the consﬂerable znvestment requlred involves

'polltzca]dec1sloneand respon51b111ty at the natlonal and

1nLernatzonaJ levels.

Such decisions, however, must be takcn in consultation
and full partnership with the rural ponulations who will

1lco-ope:ate enthusiastically on}y when they have a stake

in a sustainable future.

e - : : : € .
“o. 7. ... What we should aim at is .sustainability in relation to

~the avajilable resource base and adeguate living standards.
Tt is in this context that the Commission has been dealing
with the issue of population and development of human

resources.,

o th qubmlsslon to our Public Hearznqs in Harare, the

. Lc0nom1CFommissi0nfor Africa stressed that dcmogrqphlc

'f.fdctors will FonstltufP a dauntlnq challenge for Africa

'fin Lhe yedra ahead as the race betwean populatlon and

: _economzc growth 1ntenqifzes. And it posed some critical
qupatlons: How ¢an Sub-Saharan Africa produce enough
food for an additional 15 to 20 million people each year

when 1t 1s unable to [eed itls prcsent populsation ?
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Can Afr;ca pfoV1de primary educatlon to 137 mllllon

s -‘__w ,'_., gt B gr;- ’ia-x-\w il

“who' wzll requ1re 1t by thc end of the eentury?

I belxeve that the conclus;on drawn is one thaL should be

TR raken vezy serlounly "These demographic phenomcna constitute

Gl thhe heart of the African-develOpment problematique. They

.. are the data that lead most analysts to project a cont1nu;ng

and deapenznqmcr4a+s 1n Africa. There Ty o doubt “that tHere

‘ﬁg;}im:;ls an zmperatlve and urgent need for a far-t&aching population

.'pollcy to be adopted and v;gorously implemented by Afrlcan'

_t'governments.
; X
g A broad attack on all. the "important-soLTeEs T 6f env;ronment-"v“"ﬁw-
and development degradation must also.include the realization
that,there.are‘considerable'areas-in-afrina.where population
growth is in urgent need of being more effectively addressed.
1 say this kﬁéwing théé-hhe -choice of nitional policies can’

':ff'dxffer and requlres sen%1t1v1ty to cultural and social 3 ' i

'patterns , However, Lhe problem should be taken very

“;3LSQIIOUSIY bv 311 conoerned with the future of Africa.

Ladies and Gentiemen, let me again underline that to
ensurﬁlthe survival of Africa, industrialized nations must
rethink their role. What good does it do to force a

*.+ developing country to distort its use of land resources,

clearing forests and replacing food crops with cash crOps'
to repay loans if
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”f“thxs, too, results in the need for more relief aid?
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“3re11ef azd" what qeod does it do to’ dump agricultural

S surpluses on a recxplent CDuntry at prices that drive

b

!local farmers out of the market and out. of production 1f

Where is the common sense in the fact that industrialized_

~countries, even at the height of the flow of aid to Africa,

were taking more money out of the strigken continent-
than they were putting in? If we take care of nature,

nature will. take.care of us. -This is:the.essence’ oF

‘sustainable development, an ‘idea whose'time has now come.

Ladies and Gentlemen,
¥

e

It will have been noted, I think, that I commenteatgh: -

South Africa in my opening speech in Harare. One .0f:the
reasons for doing this was to point out that now more
than ever, it is crucial that the Sbﬁthern Africen:
region devote its energies and resources to eﬁﬁironment,
anddevelopment issues for the survival of its nat;onsj;
and peoples. Bur we all reslize that Southern A‘rica

will remain a troubled region as long as apartheid exists.

hhé.Prime Minister of Norway I said that the case for

sanctions sgeinst South Africa is a strong one and’that

the Norwegian Government is preparing a bill on cconomi ¢
boycott of Seouth Africa, and is-prepared to increase “itsg -
assistance to the Southern African region in the event of

South African reprisals against the SADCC countries,

r —— s A | ———




