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BG05-0103 - Green Entrepreneurship for Sustainable Development

The project aims to raise awareness among young people about environmental protection and green business practices by teaching Bulgarian and Norwegian secondary school students how to start and manage green businesses. Selected participants will enroll in an online training programme on green entrepreneurship through an online resource centre. The resource will be specifically developed for the project. Out of the 50 Bulgarian and 30 Norwegian students enrolled in the programme, 16 Norwegian and 24 Bulgarian students will be selected for a one-week eco-camp in Bulgaria. In mixed teams of five students each, they will have to solve an environmentally-focused challenge. The first three teams to complete the challenge will be provided with mentor start-up support. The project will be analysed in a final report which will present good practices and recommendations to the institutions participating in the project. The project will not only benefit the Bulgarian and Norwegian secondary school students involved in the project, but also the business sector in general.

Total project cost (€): 45 879
EEA/Norway Grants awarded (€): 39 946
Start date: 1/29/2014 

End date: 4/30/2015
BG05-0108 - Active Citizenship and Good Governance in Fighting Poverty

The project addresses the link between low education and poverty due to delayed secondary and higher education reforms and the mismatch between academic standards and labour market needs. The project’s main aim is to contribute to better poverty reduction policies. To reach this aim, two studies will be carried out: an analysis of employment as a factor of poverty and inequality; and, an analysis of the relationship between education and employment with a particular focus on youth unemployment and mobility. Two informal expert groups will be set up to discuss the findings of the studies and a regional council will be set-up to examine regional good practices and present these in reports. Additionally, the project will involve the monitoring of institutions and policies, as they develop. Through increased knowledge and advocacy, the project will benefit multiple target groups, including decision-makers, NGOs, young people and the general public.
Total project cost (€): 61 016
EEA/Norway Grants awarded (€): 54 615
Start date: 1/28/2014 

End date: 1/28/2016
BG06-0001 - Improving the Welfare of Children and Young People at Risk

Vratsa Municipality has a relatively high proportion of disadvantaged young people, including many young Roma (according to the 2011 census, the municipality’s Roma population stands at 5.4% – this is higher than the national average of 4.9%). These disadvantaged young people have limited access to youth services and are faced with risk factors such as: early school-leaving rates, high unemployment, unhealthy lifestyles and juvenile delinquency. The objective of the project is to improve the welfare of children and young people at risk through the creation of a youth centre and services for young people which meet the requirements for obtaining the Council of Europe’s Quality Label for Youth Centres. The project will involve 170 young people and 50 disadvantaged young people from the main target group. The project is expected to improve access to education, training and employment, and the motivation of children and parents from ethnic minorities. The improved social infrastructure arising from the project is expected to benefit 14 996 young people between the ages of 15 and 29.

Total project cost (€): 1 160 206
EEA/Norway Grants awarded (€): 986 175
Start date: 1/27/2014 

End date: 4/30/2016
CY03-0002 - Empower Youth

Youth unemployment is high in Cyprus. Most companies in Cyprus do not invest in the training of their employees, nor do they provide employment for students from secondary schools and universities. As a result, many young people try to set up their own business with a high risk of failure, as they often do not have the relevant work experience. 

Through the project ‘Empower Youth’, the aim is to inform young people on how to set up and run a successful company. The project provides interactive workshops with practical examples, mentoring and professional support services to better prepare young people in setting up their own business. The target group is young people between 18-31 years old who are at risk of long-term unemployment.

Total project cost (€): 50 718
EEA/Norway Grants awarded (€): 39 027
Start date: 4/23/2014 

End date: 4/22/2015
CZ03-0016 - GET INVOLVED! The Participation of Migrants and Czech Volunteers

Immigrants and asylum seekers in the Czech Republic face many different challenges, such as equal access to the labour market and education system. Many immigrants and asylum seekers are unaware of their rights.

The project will also establish new instruments to prevent discrimination, improve services for immigrants and asylum seekers and establish preparatory ‘family courses’ to help the children of migrants enter the Czech school system. Instruments will also be developed to involve Czech citizens in helping immigrants and asylum seekers to integrate in Czech society.

Total project cost (€): 88 973
EEA/Norway Grants awarded (€): 80 040
Start date: 8/1/2014 

End date: 4/30/2016
CZ03-0054 - Social Entrepreneurship for NGOs

There is a growing interest in social entrepreneurship among Czech NGOs, but many do not have the necessary experience to develop this field of activity. The aim of the project is to strengthen NGOs that provide social services to people with mental and physical disabilities.

A publication with a description of good practice in social entrepreneurship and advice on the employment of people with mental and physical disabilities will be developed. The publication will be based on an analysis of eight case studies. 

A minimum of 48 NGOs will be trained through seminars and consultancy services with the aim of developing at least 30 business plans. Recommendations on tools and procedures on how to include persons with mental and physical disabilities through social entreprises will be delivered to members of the Czech Thematic Network for the Social Economy and public authorities.

Total project cost (€): 98 208
EEA/Norway Grants awarded (€): 78 566
Start date: 8/1/2014 

End date: 4/30/2016
EE03-0011 – Programmme for Social Entrepreneurship, Domus Dorpatensis

The purpose of this project is to develop and implement a social entrepreneurship programme. Domus Dorpatensis supports and promotes societal, cultural and scientific activities in Estonia. The three month long programme will help budding entrepreneurs to transform an idea into a practical business plan through a training program, a series of related events and direct entrepreneurship counselling. As a result of the project, four to five teams will present their business plan, over half the social entrepreneurship plans will go on to receive financial support to start their enterprise. The program has been planned with the Tartu Centre for Creative Industries and the Good Deed Foundation that is also a partner in this project.

Total project cost (€): 7 542
EEA/Norway Grants awarded (€): 6 787

Start date: 1/03/2013 

End date: 4/30/2016
EE03-0028 - Fight for Ability!

The objective of the project is to strengthen civil society’s role in enabling young people with special needs to become active members of society after finishing their education. The project brings together organisations that are interested or already involved in dealing with the employment issues of young people with special needs. The project maps the legislation, elaborates guidelines for creating work-centres and puts together an information package for current work-centre offers across the country. In co-opereation with Norwegian and Estonian partners, 12 civil society stakeholders will be involved in the development of the project with the aim of creating three to four new work-centres.

Total project cost (€): 86 003
EEA/Norway Grants awarded (€): 77 402
Start date: 4/1/2013 

End date: 2/28/2015
EE03-0030 – Making the Case for Social Entrepreneurship

The aim of the project is to develop the advocacy work of Estonia’s Social Enterprise Network. The target groups for the project are social enterprises, ministries, political bodies, businesses and also the general public - who are still largely unaware of the value and role of social entrepreneurship. The Network aims to support the growth and development of social enterprises in Estonia, in order to do this the social impact of social enterprises and their economic contribution will be mapped, best practice identifies and statistics concerning social enterprises improved. The partners of the project are two Estonian organisations that have expertise in civil society and social enterprise: the Good Deed Foundation and the Network of Estonian Nonprofit Organizations.

Total project cost (€): 35 486
EEA/Norway Grants awarded (€): 31 884
Start date: 9/1/2013 

End date: 10/31/2014
ES03-0024 - CreActiva: National Network for social entrepreneurship and innovation

‘CreActiva’ aims to create a network of social organisations, public administrations and other actors working in the field of social entrepreneurship. The goal is to create an arena for these actors to better coordinate their work and thereby contribute to reducing youth unemployment in Spain. The project includes workshops on the topic of social entrepreneurship and various outreach and communication activities. 

Total project cost (€): 146818

EEA/Norway Grants awarded (€): 118283

Start date: 5/20/2014 

End date: 9/16/2015

ES03-0040 - Get Active! 

Spain is one of the countries in Europe hardest hit by the financial crisis. As a result of the crisis youth unemployment has soared and an increasing number of people are at risk of poverty and social exclusion. Get Active aims to alleviate this situation by empowering young unemployed people in the Barcelona-area. Increasing the political participation of people at risk of social inclusion is also an important part of the project.

Total project cost (€): 148 208
EEA/Norway Grants awarded (€): 131 052
Start date: 5/8/2014 

End date: 9/7/2015
HU05-0002 - Sustainable Rural Life Based on Renewable Local Raw Materials

One of the greatest challenges in rural parts of Hungary is to ensure the livelihood of families in an era where many traditional crafts have been replaced with industrial production. To help alleviate this situation, this project aimed to revive artisan wool production using local raw materials. The project encompassed the entire production process, from breeding the sheep to weaving the wool. Included in the project was the opening of a “Wool House” intended to provide an arena for workshops and trainings on artisan wool production for local young people. Various specialists and lecturers from the donor countries were involved in a three weeks long course as part of the project.

Total project cost (€): 9 047
EEA/Norway Grants awarded (€): 7 761
Start date: 8/1/2013 

End date: 7/13/2014
LV03-0017 - The Game of Creating a Social Enterprise for Youth

Through the ‘Game of Creating’ young people will acquire new knowledge, experience, skills and competencies that will help them to set goals in life and help their professional progress through education and/or employment. The main project target group is 40 young people, aged 18 to 25.The project will provide innovative preventative activities for reduction of social exclusion and poverty through individual discussions, educational training games about the creation of social enterprises and the exchange of experience with socially responsible companies. 

Total project cost (€): 19 991
EEA/Norway Grants awarded (€): 17 092
Start date: 8/1/2013 

End date: 7/31/2014

LV03-0028 - Live active, live in Madona!

Youth employment is often linked to youth organisations, especially when it comes to rural areas and small parishes. The project will promote a healthy and active society in the Madona district by motivating young people to choose an active and civically engaged approach. The NGO will offer educational, sports and leisure activities to youth from social risk groups. It will create a cooperation network between young businessmen and organisers of sports events of the Madona region to improve engagement of these young people. It will also train volunteers and create a website promoting the NGO’s visibility to the target group.

Total project cost (€): 16 774
EEA/Norway Grants awarded (€): 14 340
Start date: 8/1/2013 

End date: 7/31/2014
LV03-0145 - I am, I can

Focused on young people in the Talsi district, the project will promote their personal development, provide careers advice and promote entrepreneurship and employment. The project takes a preventive approach, organising a camp to help teenagers (32 pupils) think about what they will do and how they can find work once they leave school. The project provides activities to promote the successful involvement of young people in the labour market, as well as entrepreneurship and self-employment training. The project will also work with youth organisations and help young people develop a business plan through training seminars and practical experience.

The Project targets teenagers living in Talsi district (11-13 years old) and youth who are at risk of unemployment(16-29 years old).

Total project cost (€): 19 991
EEA/Norway Grants awarded (€): 17 092
Start date: 8/1/2014 

End date: 4/30/2015
PT05-0004 - WE - Project for Social Action

The project is aimed at female unemployment in Portugal and and aims to improve the situation of women in the labour market. As part of the project, ‘Empowerment Labs’ were set-up for unemployed women and female university students. The labs provided several different activities, including job application training. The project also included seminars for local decision makers, private companies, members of the media and the general public to discuss issues related to gender equality in the labour market.

Total project cost (€): 23 795
EEA/Norway Grants awarded (€): 21 415
Start date: 11/7/2013 

End date: 11/6/2014
PT05-0049 - Empowering Today

Empowering Today promotes social inclusion by helping members of disadvantaged groups enter or re-enter the labour market. The project includes training sessions and awareness-raising activities as well as follow-up activities for participants. The project included training of volunteers and professionals involved in carrying out the various activities.

Total project cost (€): 115 997
EEA/Norway Grants awarded (€): 104 397
Start date: 1/17/2014 

End date: 12/31/2015
RO09-0042 – Social Inclusion and Horticulture

Homeless young people in Romania, most of them Roma, have very limited access to the labour market. They live in extremely poor conditions, face discrimination and lack the necessary skills and self-esteem for successful professional integration. The objective of the project is to improve the employability of homeless young people by giving them the necessary skills to find work. The project will provide work experience and training in ecological gardening/horticulture. A horticultural therapy programme will be put in place and a garden with a greenhouse will be created. Training will be provided for educational staff and volunteers. The project will benefit homeless young people and their families, as well as professionals working in this field.
Total project cost (€): 69 126
EEA/Norway Grants awarded (€): 62 088
Start date: 4/1/2014 

End date: 4/30/2016
SI03-0001 - In the Same Boat-Young Guardians

‘Young Guardians of Heritage’ will be run by local heritage preservation specialists who will work to preserve traditions and develop sustainable products and skills. The programme will connect generations, vulnerable groups and visitors in learning about handycrafts, which will in turn help the environment and help local people protect the natural environment of Cerknica Lake. The project is being developed in cooperation with the Museum Centre of Hordaland, Norway , the cooperation will lead to a new educational programme  being developed at the local Heritage House, Dolenja Vas.

Total project cost (€): 130 052
EEA/Norway Grants awarded (€): 117 046
Start date: 3/12/2014 

End date: 2/28/2016
SI03-0007 – EXIT

EXIT is a programme supporting socially and financially under-privileged women. The programme will help women exit Social Protection Programmes (SPP) and enable them to find employment. The programme will be implemented in multiple locations across Slovenia with a focus on specific groups of women, such as young unemployed women and disabled women. The project’s main objectives are to generate effective exits from SPP among the women targeted, increase social innovation activities and develop innovative financial mechanisms as a result of a cross-sectoral partnership, which will impact the social protection system. The project is expected to develop innovative EXIT procedures, tools and applications, empowering materials, as well as infrastructure for social innovation and financial support for social protection system users. 

Total project cost (€): 65 800
EEA/Norway Grants awarded (€): 59 002
Start date: 3/1/2014 

End date: 10/1/2015 
SI03-0015 - ®EVOLUTION FOR YOU

The unemployment of youth in rural areas of Slovenia remains a major problem and the existing system is not capbable of providing adequate solutions. The proposed project will develop an alternative platform for youth employment and the creation of sustainable jobs in rural areas through local networking. The project’s main objective is to establish cross-sectorial partnerships empowering young unemployed people of Upper Savinja Valley, strengthening community development and contributing to the formation of NGO networks. The project will focus on three target groups: eigth and ninth grade high school students, who will be introduced to green jobs; university students, young graduates and unemployed youth, who will be offered a self-activation programme which will improve their competences and support them in creating green jobs and acquiring new skills; and, NGOs operating at the local level, who will be linked in a network and trained to ensure tha they work in a more cooperative way, exchanging expertise and taking a more holistic approach.

Total project cost (€): 78 846
EEA/Norway Grants awarded (€): 70 899
Start date: 3/1/2014 

End date: 2/29/2016
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