
BACKGROUND NOTE: 30 APRIL 2008

U N I T E D N A T I O N S P O L I T I C A L A N D
P E A C E B U I L D I N G M I S S I O N S

NUMBER OF MISSIONS ................................................................................................... 12

PPEE RRSSOO NNNN EELL  
Uniformed personnel ............................................................................................................................................. 455
International civilian personnel  (29 February 2008)...............................................................................................1,012
Local civilian personnel  (29 February 2008)...........................................................................................................2,236
UN Volunteers ........................................................................................................................................................346
Total number of personnel serving in political and peacebuilding missions .............................................................4,049
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For information on United Nations peacekeeping operations, see DPI/1634 Rev.83 or visit the United Nations website
at http://www.un.org/Depts/dpko/dpko/index.asp

http://www.un.org/Depts/dpko/dpko/index.asp


CCUURRRREENNTT  PPOOLLIITTIICCAALL  AANNDD  PPEEAACCEEBBUUIILLDDIINNGG  MMIISSSSIIOONNSS

UNPOS Since 15 April 1995
United Nations Political Office for Somalia
Special Representative of the Secretary-General and Head of UNPOS:
Ahmedou Ould-Abdallah (Mauritania) 
Strength: international civilian 18;  local civilian 11

UNOGBIS Since 3 March 1999
United Nations Peacebuilding Support Office in Guinea-
Bissau
Representative of the Secretary-General and Head of UNOGBIS: Shola
Omoregie (Nigeria) 
Strength: international civilian 10; military adviser 2; police adviser 1; local
civilian 12

UNSCO Since 1 October 1999
O f f i c e  o f  t h e  U n i te d  N at i o n s  S p e c i a l  C o o r d i n ato r  fo r
t h e  M i d d l e  E a s t
Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process and Personal
Representative of the Secretary-General to the Palestine Liberation
Organization and the Palestinian Authority: Robert H. Serry (Netherlands)
Strength: international civilian 29; local civilian 24

BONUCA Since 15 February 2000 
United Nations Peacebuilding Office in the Central African
Republic
Representative of the Secretary-General and Head of BONUCA: Francois
Lonseny Fall (Guinea) 
Strength: international civilian 25; military advisers 5; police 6; local civil-
ian 54; UN volunteer 3

UNSCOL Since 16 February 2007
Office of the United Nations Special Coordinator of the Secretary-
General for Lebanon 
(Formally known as Office of the Personal Representative of the Secretary-
General for Southern Lebanon)
Special Coordinator of the Secretary-General for Lebanon:  Geir O.
Pedersen (Norway)
Strength:  international civilian 16; local civilian 15

UNOWA                                Since 29 November 2001
Office of the Special Representative of the Scretary-General for
West Africa 
Special Representative of the Secretary-General: Lamine Cissé (Senegal)
Strength: international civilian 6; local civilian 11 

UNAMA* Since 28 March 2002 
United Nations Assistance Mission in Afghanistan 
Special Representative of the Secretary-General: 
Kai Eide (Norway) 
Strength: international civilian 225; local civilian 1,075; 
military observer 16; police 3; UN volunteer 36

UNAMI Since 14 August 2003 
United Nations Assistance Mission for Iraq 
Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Iraq: Staffan de
Mistura (Sweden) 
Authorized strength: 1,014 (463 international, 551 local)
Current strength (staff based in Iraq, Jordan and Kuwait): international
civilian 278; local civilian 340; troop 219 ; military observer 5

UNIOSIL* Since 1 January 2006
United Nations Integrated Office in Sierra Leone
Executive Representative for UNIOSIL: Victor da Silva Angelo (Portugal)
Strength: international civilian 73; local civilian 194; 
military observers 10; police 19; UN volunteer 21

BINUB* Since 1 January 2007
United Nations Integrated Office in Burundi
Executive Representative of the Secretary-General: Youssef Mahmoud
(Tunisia)
Strength: international civilian 117; local civilian 230; military observer 8;
police 8; UN volunteer 46

UNMIN Since 23 January 2007
United Nations Mission in Nepal
Special Representative in Nepal and Head of Mission: Ian Martin (United
Kingdom)
Strength: international civilian 215; local civilian 270; military observer
153; police 0; UN volunteer 240

Recently established mission:

UNRCCA Since 10 December 2007
United Nations Regional Centre for Preventive Diplomacy
for Central Asia
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* Political or peacebuilding mission directed and supported by the Department of Peacekeeping Operations. All other politi-
cal and peacebuilding missions are directed by the Department of Political Affairs. For information on political and peace-
building missions, visit the United Nations website at http://www.un.org/Depts/dpa/prev_dip/fst_prev_dip.htmasdf
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