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Minister Cui, Excellencies, distinguished participants,
I am proud and honoured to welcome you all to this seminar, organised jointly by the Governments of Norway and China. 
At the outset I would like to express my sincere appreciation to China for co-hosting this timely and important seminar, bringing together high-level participants from the whole region to discuss some of the core issues facing the United Nations in its efforts to maintain peace and security.   
Within a very short time, China has proven itself a critical contributor to UN peace operations, fielding both military and civilian personnel to more than half of the ongoing UN peacekeeping operations. This is a very welcome development. Recognizing the crucial role of China both as a troop contributing country and as a permanent member of the Security Council, I look forward to developing a close and constructive partnership in the time ahead. 
Norway firmly believes in a UN-led world order – and in our common responsibility for strengthening UN in its efforts as the main provider of global security. 
We live in a world of rapid and changes. I can hardly imagine a part of the world in which this is more acutely felt than here in Asia. These fundamental global changes provides us with remarkable opportunities, but also a new set of challenges, many of which can only be met through effective, multilateral action. 

Peace operations is one of the key instruments of the UN and of international peace and security. Peace operations have undergone major changes over the last  two decades. The euphoria of the first wave of post-cold peacekeeping from around 1990 gave way to a sober and self-critical reflection after the experiences of Somalia, Rwanda and the Former Yugoslavia in the mid-1990s. Towards the end of the 1990’s, the generally held assumption was that we would see the UN as the provider of global legitimacy, but that the operations themselves would be delegated to regional organizations like the EU, NATO, ECOWAS or the African Union.
This assumption was wrong, however. Since the turn of the century, we have seen a new and unprecedented growth in UN-led, blue-helmet operations. As we will hear in the next session, there is an unprecedented surge in peacekeeping going on as we speak – placing a heavy burden on the United Nations and its secretariat in planning and management. 
We recognise that ability of the United Nations to plan and lead complex peace operations has improved. While there is still substantial room for improvement, we believe that the glass is half full, rather than half empty. Furthermore, we believe that we have a responsibility to participate in operations as well as in the global debate about the further development of this crucially important instrument.   
While we in the West have had only a limited presence, Asian countries have for several years been the most established actors in UN peacekeeping operations – and the largest contributing countries are represented in this room today. This provides us with a truly unique opportunity. 

The seminar today is entitled Multidimensional and Integrated Missions: Trends and Challenges. It is built on the fundamental understanding that the challenges at hand can only be met through a multidimensional approach, which requires mutually reinforcing contributions from (at least) the following sectors: 
· the military (which remains a “sine qua non” element of peacekeeping, but which hardly ever can be sufficient in itself) 
· civilian police / judiciary expertise

· development

· humanitarian assistance

· political negotiation

This “integrated” approach is based on a recognition of the crucially important  development – security interface, a point that I recognize is also very central to our co-hosts, China’s, thinking on international peace and security.
It is furthermore based on a recognition of the need for “unity of purpose” coupled with the necessary mutual respect for each other’s roles. It is closely related to the argument that we need a more unitary UN presence in the field - witch, in turn, cannot be achieved without a more integrated approach at headquarters. 
How, then, can we as Member States contribute to making the UN work as one? 

This title springs out of a project my government has initiated to follow up on the UN-initiated process on Integrated Missions. This seminar is the first of a series of seminars to be organised worldwide to draw on regional expertise, experience and views.  

We hope that this seminar will provide an overview of the many trends, challenges and dilemmas that UN peacekeeping is faced with today. We believe that we, as the Member States and – many of us, also troop contributing countries - need to engage in this crucially important debate. 
Mission mandates, as adopted by the Security Council, are increasingly multi-dimensional, and multi-pronged approaches are called for ever more frequently. Indeed, contemporary UN mandates are often more “holistic” in their approach than the apparatus provided for implementing them on the ground – a fact that, if left unattended, may end up undermining the belief in UN operations because the discrepancy between vision and reality may become to stark.  
This is given added importance by the unprecedented growth in recent years in the complexity and number of UN peace operations and their objectives, which by placing a massive work burden on the UN system is challenging its ability to plan, operate, deliver and monitor efficiently.  
The UN and its main multilateral partners take on a multitude of roles and functions in complex peace operations – the main challenge now is to make sure they function in a uniform manner.  

The seminar today is the first event of this kind.  It provides an opportunity for stakeholders to share their experience – including lessons learned and examples of good practice. A final document summarising all the seminars will be prepared for a final conference in Oslo in October. This document will contain recommendations for the planning and implementation of integrated missions, and will be made public. It is my hope that this process will complement ongoing processes in the UN aimed at establishing a doctrine for peacekeeping that includes guidelines for implementing an integrated approach to building sustainable peace and an inventory of issues that need to be understood in order to design and implement work in a coherent fashion on the ground as well as at Headquarters. 
The ultimate aim of our endeavours is to strengthen the capacity of the UN and its Member States to make optimal use of limited resources, while respecting humanitarian imperatives, internalising the need for long-term thinking and planning, and instituting a demographically and gender-sensitive approach at all levels in order to better enable the UN to build lasting peace in countries affected by war. Field studies indicate that when gender aspects are left out of mission planning, it is a strong indication that the planning is insufficient and that the mission is unlikely to contribute to long-term peace and development. The purpose of modern peace operations is not only to maintain peace. The purpose is to build inclusive and well-functioning societies. If we start out forgetting about gender issues, we are on the wrong track.
Distinguished participants, 

In concluding, I would once again like to thank the Government of China for joining us in organising this timely and important event.  The issue at hand is of the utmost importance to the future of
international peace and stability. I trust you will all contribute to the deliberations here today and tomorrow. I wish you all a successful and productive seminar. 
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