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Use this program as a model for VA medical surveillance programs for Veterans
exposed to other potentially hazardous substances.

Continue to monitor the health of Veterans exposed to Depleted Uranium (DU)
fragments and other Toxic Embedded Fragments at the DU follow-up program and
Toxic Embedded Fragment Study Center, Baltimore VA Medical Center (VAMC), with
the laboratory support of the DoD Joint Pathclogy Center (once the Armed Forces
Institute of Pathology, which currently supports these programs, is closed). Expand
upon the current flow of computable data from DoD to VA to assist in the Toxic
Embedded Fragments Study Center efforts beyond TMDS-VTA (Theater Medical Data
Store-Veterans Tracking Application), to include active-duty, Guard/Reserve, and
retiree medical care data. Develop two-way flow of data between DoD and VA to
enhance visibility and epidemiology of these cohorts, because these individuals may
be “dual users” of DoD and VA medical care.

Research and Development:

1.

Pursue a multi-pronged approach that balances the urgency of understanding and
finding new treatments for ill Veterans of the 90 -1991 Gulf War (short-term) with
the need to do new studies on a nationat mmunity of Gulf War Veterans
(long-term).
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Maintain funding levels for Gulf War research as close as possible to the $15M per
year recommended in the report language of the appropriation bill for VA Medical and
Prosthetics Research. Redirect unobligated funds from the third University of Texas
Southwestern (UTSW) contract period to other VA-funded Gulf War research projects
moving in similar directions to the UTSW research and using research capacities
within VA.
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Outreach:

1.

2.

Identify Internal and External Key Constituents/Stakeholders required to help better
inform these Veterans.

Engage stakeholders with an outreach tool to solicit their ideas and concemns for
developing a successful communication strategy to improve the level of knowledge
within the Veteran community regarding VA modifications to the rating schedule and
presumptions related to the Gulf War Veterans' llinesses.



