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Delegations will find attached an introductory note from the Presidency (Annex I) together with the 

latest version of the OECD Issues Paper (Annex II) with a view to the discussion to be held over 

lunch in Council (Agriculture and Fisheries) on 22 February 2010. 
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Presidency Introductory Note 

 

 

 

"OECD Agriculture Ministerial Meeting: Food and Agriculture Policies 

for a Sustainable Future 

Responding to Global Challenges and Opportunities" 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

On 25 and 26 February 2010 there will be an OECD Agriculture Ministerial Meeting on "Food and 

Agriculture Policies for a Sustainable Future: Responding to Global Challenges and 

Opportunities". 

 

The present moment, when food security is again becoming a matter for global concern and we are 

faced with new uncertainties, such as climate change, exiting the economic and financial crisis, 

rising energy prices and scarce resources, together with population growth, urbanisation, changes in 

consumption trends and price volatility, has resulted in the consolidation of the strategic nature of 

agriculture. 

 

In recent years we have established that we need effective agriculture policies as a necessary 

component of the solution, since they will help us to respond to the agricultural challenges between 

now and 2050 of feeding the growing world population and to correct some undesirable market 

effects. 

 

The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) provides us with a forum 

in which we can compare and exchange political experiences, identify good practices and promote 

appropriate decisions and recommendations on the subject before us, agriculture and food policy. 

 

The last Ministerial Meeting in 1998 gave us political principles and operative criteria that guided 

the recent reform of the CAP.  Both the 2003 Reform and the Health Check that we approved have 

allowed  our Agricultural Policy to develop positively, in accordance with those principles. 
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At this Ministerial Meeting we will have an opportunity of reviewing those political principles in 

the search for appropriate guidelines for the agriculture policies for the future, now that agriculture 

and food have become an important item on the international agenda as a result of the events of 

recent years. 

 

Accordingly, I invite you to begin the political debate that we shall continue next Thursday and 

Friday with the rest of our fellow members of the OECD on the basis of the Issues Paper with 

which that Organisation has provided us as a guide for discussions at the Ministerial Meeting, 

concentrating on the second block of questions in particular. 
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